
View Tab User Guide 

1 

 

 

View Tab User Guide 
 

Contents 
View Tab Guide .................................................................................................... 1 

Intro .................................................................................................................... 1 

View ................................................................................................................... 2 

Zoom Fit .......................................................................................................... 2 

Zoom In, Zoom Out, Pan ................................................................................ 4 

Orientation ....................................................................................................... 4 

Script buttons ................................................................................................... 7 

Layout ................................................................................................................. 7 

Window ............................................................................................................ 10 

Layers ............................................................................................................ 10 

Positioning windows ..................................................................................... 11 

Removing Windows ...................................................................................... 17 

Minimap ........................................................................................................ 17 

Dashboards .................................................................................................... 18 

Print Templates ............................................................................................. 19 

Colour Palette ................................................................................................ 20 

Manage Workspaces ..................................................................................... 38 

Skins ................................................................................................................. 38 

 

 

Intro 
 

The View tab can be found in all our spatial products and contains various tools 

relating to the view and layout of your spatial pane: 
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We will start by taking up the View section of the tab. 

 

View 
 

 

 

Zoom Fit 
 

Zoom Fit will zoom you to the extent of all your layers: 
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Zoom In, Zoom Out, Pan 
 

Zoom In and Zoom Out allow you to zoom in and out of your scene and Pan 

allows you to move up, down, left and right in your scene by clicking and drag-

ging in the scene: 

 

 

 

Orientation 
 

By dropping down on Orientation(1) you are presented with a list of different 

orientations for your scene that you can choose. These same orientations can be 

accessed by clicking on the eye at the bottom of the spatial pane(2) which will 

bring up a dialogue: 
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As an example, I will change the orientation of my scene from Top (Default) 

view to one of the other orientations: 
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Script buttons 
 

Script Buttons is a feature we have that allows you to design your own buttons 

and tabs to perform customized operations. This feature is not currently fully 

supported but will be soon: 

 

 

 

Layout 
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In the Layout tab are different views of your scene that you can add. These are 

added as separate windows in your spatial pane. As you can see, by the fact that 

its greyed, currently I only have the Main View(1) chosen. I will add a second 

view of my scene by clicking View 2(2) and as you can see the new view is 

added: 

 

 

 

 

 

(If when your view is added you don’t see the layers displayed on the scene just 

zoomfit the new view.) 

 

View3 and View4 will add a third and fourth view. 
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These views can then be zoomed in and out, have their orientation changed etc. 

independent of each other: 

 

 

 

What Standard from Current will do is give standard orientations for each 

view based on the current orientation in the Main View. The standard orienta-

tions are as follows: View2= Main from left; View3= Main from front; 

View4= Main Orthographic: 
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Window 
 

 

 

Layers 
 

The Window section of the tab has different windows which you can choose to 

have showing and use in your spatial pane. The first of these is Layers which 

will display the layer control where you can see and work with your layers (the 

layer control is fully described in the Layer Control manual): 
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Positioning windows 
 

These windows can be positioned in various ways, if you right click on one you 

will see you have options to do various things with it: 
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As another example of how they can be placed, I will first put my Dashboards 

window on also and you will see it is added as another tab where my layer con-

trol is, and I can switch between these two tabs: 
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But I want to place the Dashboard window underneath my layer control so what 

I can do is click on the window and drag it until the placement plan comes up 

and then drop it on the bottom box: 
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(If after you’ve placed the window like this you don’t then see the window you 

might just need to resize the other window so its smaller and then you will see 

the window below.) 

 

In fact, you can place these windows anywhere in your spatial pane by using 

this method, just click and drag and place at the desired point (hover one of the 

boxes of the placement plan so that it turns blue and then you can drop): 
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Removing Windows 
 

To remove a window simply exit it or right click and select Close or you can 

just go back to the View tab and select the window again and it will turn off and 

will be ungreyed. 

 

Minimap 
 

Minimap will show a mini version of your scene that you can navigate by 

clicking to pan and mouse wheeling to zoom in or out. This will then navigate 

your actual scene: 
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Dashboards 
 

Dashboards will add the Dashboards window where dashboards can be created 

and viewed. For full data on how to use dashboards refer to the Dashboards 

manual: 

 

 

 

https://primethought.biz/help/spatialvu/dashboards/
https://primethought.biz/help/spatialvu/dashboards/
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Print Templates 
 

Print Templates will add the Print Templates window where you can create 

and view print templates. For full data on how to use this feature refer to the 

Print Templates manual: 

 

 

 

https://primethought.biz/help/spatialvu/print_templates/
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Colour Palette 
 

Colour palette will bring up the colour palette window (this is a floating win-

dow) where you can add colours to any themes you set for your layers or to the 

layers themselves: 
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The way the colour palette works is as follows: In the tabbed sections on the 

right are pre-set colour palettes you can use and change as well(1). For example, 

if I am applying a theme to a layer, I can drag one of these colour palettes in to 

apply it by clicking on the tab name and then dragging(2)(3)(4): 
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This works the same for applying the colours to a theme legend in the layer con-

trol. You just click and drag onto it as above: 
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You can drag individual colours or entire palettes onto layers to change their 

colour; however palettes can only be dragged onto layers with more than one 

colour (colour theme). I will drag a colour to change my Retail Outlets layer: 
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On the left is a gradient of colours(1), the box above the eye shows whatever 

colour you are currently on in the gradient(2): 
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You can click on any point in the gradient on the hue you like and then drag that 

colour onto a theme element or layer: 
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Once you’ve used a colour from the gradient, that colour that you selected re-

mains in the box above the eye and if you want to reapply that colour you can 

then click on the box and drag: 

 

 

 



View Tab User Guide 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

(Note: If you hover over the gradient before doing this the colour in the box will 

change again according to what colour you are over so if you are going to reap-

ply colours just go straight to the box.) 
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The brightness of the colours in the gradient can be adjusted using the slider be-

low: 

 

 

 

You can choose to have any colour palette shown as a grid or list by toggling 

the Grid/List button. In this example I toggled the Bold palette to be a grid: 
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The little X below will close whatever palette you are currently on (Bold and 

Unique are the only palettes you can’t close): 
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To create a new palette go to File>New: 
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In the dialogue that comes up put the name for the new palette. You can then 

choose to copy from an existing palette by having Copy ticked on and then se-

lecting from the dropdown. If you want to create a new blank palette leave this 

ticked off. When done click Create: 
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Your blank palette has been created and now you can drag colours onto it from 

the gradient or from the other palettes. Just click on the colour and drag: 
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You can edit palettes (including the default palettes) using the Edit tab. To re-

move a colour select it and then use Delete Colour. Insert Colour will insert a 

blank colour (white). And then you can copy and paste colours using Copy Col-

our and Paste Colour. You can add colours by clicking and dragging them ei-

ther from the gradient or other palettes: 
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Once you have created a palette or edited one you can then save it as an external 

file that you can then bring in anytime: 

 

 

 

 

 

To bring a palette file in you use File>Open. In the File menu you also have the 

option to Rename a palette. Reset Colours will set all the palettes back to their 

default, which is to say put all the default palettes back as they were before be-

ing changed or having other palettes added. Close will close the current palette: 

 



View Tab User Guide 

38 

 

 

 

Manage Workspaces 
 

Manage Workspaces is fully described in the Manage Workspaces manual: 

 

 

 

Skins 
 

 

 

The Skins section of the tab gives you a list of skins to choose from for your 

spatial pane. You can look through them and choose which one you like best. 

 

https://primethought.biz/help/spatialvu/manage_workspaces/
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Support 

 

   

  

T:  +27871354351 
 
support@primethought.biz  - primethought.biz  
Kyalami Estate, Midrand, Johannesburg,  
1684, South Africa 
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