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Layer Control

The Layer Control area (also known as Layer Description Box) is found on the
right of the spatial pane in all our spatial products(1). It can be turned on or off
by clicking Layers(2) in the View tab(3), when it is greyed it means it is on and
displaying:
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It can be floated or docked as a tabbed document etc. by right clicking at the
very top and then selecting appropriately in the context menu(1):
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The Description(1) column is where your different layers are shown and the
Visible Items(2) column specifies how many items are currently visible on the
scene. There are many more other columns you can choose to add if you wish by
right clicking in the column header area and then selecting Column Chooser(3)

and then double clicking in the dialogue on the column you would like to
add(4):
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Layers can be ticked on or off to have them shown(1) or not(2) on the scene;
when a layer is showing on the scene this is indicated by an open eye(1) and
when it 1s not showing this indicated by a closed eye(2):
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Layers can have other sublayers nested within them. By clicking the arrow next
to a layer(1) you can expand it to see the sublayers it contains(2). Clicking it
again will collapse the sublayers again:
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The Previous and Next buttons(1) can be used to display previous or following
layer display states. In this example I previously had my RetailOutlets layer
ticked off so if I click the Previous button it will take me back to this state(2). If
I then click the Next button it will take me to the display state that followed
that(3):
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The pin icon(1) can be used to Dock or Auto Hide the Layer Control:
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Layers can be moved above, below or inside one another, as a nested layer, by
clicking and dragging:
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To change the name of a layer simply double click on it and then type it in:
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As one last additional note on the Layer Control, when right clicking in the col-
umn header area there are a range of things you can do that apply to all our data
column interfaces but I will just mention a few more of them here. You can use
Best fit and Best Fit(all columns)(1) to size the column/s in the best way so that
the data can be seen clearly and by choosing to Show Footer(2) you can the
right click in that area and get totals for your data(3)(4):
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Main Context Menu

Right clicking on a layer will bring up a context menu of options where you can
do various things(1):
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Firstly, you can select Properties(1) which will bring up the Layer Properties
box(2) for that layer where various things can be set concerning that layer:
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Next is View Data(1) which will bring up the Layer Data Grid(2) for that layer
in which you can see all the data associated with that layer and do various things
with it:
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The Isolate(1) button will isolate the selected layer, meaning make it the only
one ticked on and displaying on the scene(2):
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The Zoom fit(1) button will zoom to the extent of that layer(2):
20



Main View

x QQ @S K

ZIMBABWE
{

Buhwayw

v”i’ (
BO‘SWANA = \‘
g c.;ﬁ(" "
oy v . ) B E GMaruto

&

OZAMBIQUE

o, R v (IAT“NL

Layers «

Visible I

tems

‘ W Sub plaj /v Properties

= & South A TR
7| © % Bing Sat]

.wwwx
g View Data...

|solate

Zoom fit

Remove layer
Save

Selection

Theme

Text Labels

TOM *x B XL

Bookmarks

Copy
Paste

w

Advanced

Active

Update from worksheet

a® <

Move to worksheet

Main View

(% Q o
AMIBIA

ondhoek »

WS KN B e R

Layers « X
ption Visible Items
KR ] RetailOutlets 4073
/| W ¥ Sub_Places.shp 21243
= ¥ South Africa 0
/| © ¥ Bing Satelite 12

21



Remove layer(1) will of course delete the layer, if there is unsaved data or
changes in a layer you will be asked if you are sure you want to remove it(2):
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This layer has unsaved changes, are you sure you want to remove this
layer without saving the changes?

Yes Mo Cancel

You can save your layer in various ways by clicking the Save(1) button which
will bring up a menu where you can choose to Save Layer properties(2), which
will save just the properties you have set for your layer, or Save Layer proper-
ties to(3) which allows you to save those layer properties to an external file:
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You can also choose Save layer data(1) which will save the data that is inside
your layer or Save layer data to(2) which will bring up a menu where you can

choose to save it to File(3) or a Database(4):
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Save as Image(1) allows you to save your layer as an image:
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By clicking on Selection(1) you can do various selection operations on your
layer. Add layer(2) will add your layer to anything else that may already be se-
lected in your scene(3)(4):
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Set to layer(1) will select the layer and make it the only one selected in your

scene(2):
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Flip in layer(1) will flip whatever is selected in the layer so that what was unse-
lected before is now selected and what was selected before 1s now unselected(2):
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By Location(1) will bring up the Select by Location tool dialogue where you
can select by location(2). This tool is described fully in the Select by Location

tool manual:
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Theme(1) is where you can easily switch between themes you have set up for
the layer. There will be a tick next to whichever theme is currently being used,
in this example I am using the Province theme for my Sub Places layer(2). De-
fault means no theme(3):
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The theme can be seen in my Sub Places layer as a set of sublayers(1) that can
be ticked on or off(2)(3):
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Text Labels(1) is where you can set labels for your layer based on a column of
data in the layer. For example here I will put a label based on the PROVINCE
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column(2) in the Sub Places layer so that the province of each element is shown
as a label on the scene(3):
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The text of the labels can be edited in the Layer Properties box of that layer in
the Text(1), Effects tab(2) and then clicking on Font & Colour(3):
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Bookmarks(1) is where you can set bookmarks for a layer, which is to say spe-
cific save locations that you can easily go to again. Go into Manage(2) and this
will bring up the Bookmarks dialogue(3) where you can create the bookmark:
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You can copy a layer by using the Copy(1) button. You can choose to copy the
whole layer by Layer(2), just the data of the layer by Data(3) or just the themes
of the layer by Themes(4). This can then be pasted back in the layer control us-
ing the Paste(5) button as a new separate layer or into Excel or anywhere
else.(The Paste button can be used to paste anything into the layer control,
whatever is pasted will be added as a pasted layer.):
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In this example I will copy the data of my RetailOutlets layer and paste this back
in the layer control as a new layer. I am prompted to choose which columns in
the data I would like to copy before it is copied to clipboard(1). It has now been
copied(2) and I can paste it in my layer control(3):

Choose columns H

Actusl Geometry A
Row

CODE
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LATITUDE
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Conce

[2]

o The layer's data has been copied to the clipboard.
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By Advanced(1) you can access a menu of advanced options the first of these
being Background layer(2) which will make the layer a background layer
meaning it will appear in each new workbook opened as a default background
layer on which other layers can be placed:
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Clicking on it will give you the option to Use Current(1) which will make this
current layer the background layer or Clear(2) which will clear the current layer
from being a background layer:
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In this example I made my South Africa layer(1) a background layer and now
you can see when I open up a new workbook it appears in my spatial pane as a
default background layer(2):
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Make Internal(1) will make the layer an internal layer meaning it is saved
within the workbook as part of the workbook even if the external file is re-

moved:

40




Properties

View Data...

i A X

|solate

,_
e

Zoom fit

Remove layer

Save 3
Selection 3

Theme 3
Text Labels 3

TOM % B X

Bookmarks 3

[} Copy 3
[y Paste

) Background layer 3 | Advanced 3

Copy List ltems Active

v
@- Update from worksheet
|

Hide non display layers

Move to worksheet

Use Current Theme as Default for new layers

Hide non display layers(1) will hide layers that are not display layers meaning
they just hold data but don’t render on the map. My Data(2) layer is non display.
I will tick this option on(3) and as you can see the layer is now hidden(4):
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o ]
i » |.- & 3¢ Properties
""" v o k|l View Data...
= Isolate
u =
E]u Zoom fit
. Remove layer
n Save
77 Selection
. Theme
(> Text Labels
% Bookmarks
[} Copy
T Paste
Background layer 3 | Advanced

Copy List lterms Active

v
E Make Internal @— Update from worksheet
|

Hide non display layers

Mowve to worksheet

Use Current Theme as Default for new layers

Layers PoX
Description Visible Items
-] Data ]
: & i 40735
>« | W ¥ Sub_Places.shp 21243
} <| & 4 South Africa ]
il | 2 S Bing Satellite 20
[II] Background layer 3

Copy List ltermns

= [Make Internal

. Hide non display layers E

1 Use Current Theme as Default for new layers
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Layers BoOX

Description Visible Items
PRI R ] FetailCutlets 40735
} | W% Sub_Places.shp 21243
3-[v| 5 ¥ South Africa 0
i.[| & ¥ Bing Satellite 20

[2]

Use Current Theme as Default for new layers(1) will cause the current theme
in the layer to be used as a default for every new layer that is created:

sow 3 Properties
v W View Data...
< | B2
[§| Isolate
P‘] Zoom fit
% Remove layer
n Save 3
7 Selection b
. Theme
(} Text Labels 3
* Bookmarks »
[} Copy 3
[ Paste
Background layer 3 | Advanced k
Copy List ltermns \/ Active
Make Internal - Update from worksheet
Hide non display layers < Move to worksheet
Use Current Theme as Default for new layers

The Active(1) button makes the current layer active meaning that whatever is
drawn or done will be put to that layer. When the tick is greyed it means it is
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on(2), further once it is on the name of the layer will be in bold letters too indi-
cating it is active(3):

Properties

Yiew Data...

A X

lzolate

,_
S

Zoom fit

Remove layer

Save 3
Selection 3

Theme

Text Labels 3

TOM * B X

Bookmarks 3

Copy 3

o

Paste

Advanced »

B+ Update from worksheet
*ﬁ Move to worksheet
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Properties
View Data...

m A X

|solate

,_
]

Zoom fit

Remawve layer

Save 3
Selection k

Thermne

Text Labels 3

oM+ B X

Bookmarks 3

'

[} Copy 3
[y Paste

Advanced 3

B~ Update from worksheet
i Moveto worksheet

Layers Poo%

Description Visible Items

Retailoutlets E 40733
} | Wl % Sub_Places.shp 21243
$-[v| & % South Africa 0
t.[v] © % Bing Satellite 20

If anything is added to an Excel worksheet that is linked to a layer, this can be
updated in the layer by clicking the Update from worksheet(1) button:
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3 Properties
fE  View Data...
= Isolate
El] Zoom fit
Remove layer
B save 3
' Selection b
. Theme
Q Text Labels 3
f Bookmarks 3
[} Copy 3
] Paste

Advanced 3
‘if/ Active

m- Update from worksheet

“ff Moveto workshest

If you would like to move the data in a layer to an Excel worksheet you can do
this by using the Move to worksheet(1) button, this will bring up a dialogue
where you will tick which columns you would like to be exported to Excel by
Columns to move(2). If you would like to link the worksheet with the layer so
that if you filter etc. in the worksheet it will reflect in the layer as well, you will
tick on which column/s you would like to link on in the Link Columns box(3)
and then have Link data(4) ticked on. Then you can give your new sheet a
name by New Sheet Name(5). In this example I will move my Sub Places layer
to worksheet:

46



3¢ Properties
fE View Data...
F;I |zolate
-1 s

ED\_I Zoom fit
% Remove layer
n Save 3
s Selection 3
. Thermne
Q Text Labels 3
i+ Bookmarks 3
[} Copy r
Ty Paste

Advanced 3
‘/ Active
UE Update from worksheet

Ul Move to worksheet

Move Layer to worksheet

=l o] [

[] Geometry [C]OBJECTID A
OBJECTID SP_CODE
SF_CODE SP_NAME
SP_NAME I MP_CODE
MF_CODE ] MP_NAME
MP_MNAME [ LOCAL_MUNI
LOCAL_MUMI []DISTRICT M 0 W
DISTRICT_M 5
PROVINCE ]
Store_Coun Mew Sheet Name; |Sul:u_F'Iaces.shp Data
i e Link data E
[] Internalize layer
[] Remove unused columns if internalizing

Check All Uncheck All

Cance

I then click OK and as you can see the data has successfully been moved to
worksheet(1):
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A B C D E -
1 |OBIECTID SP_CODE 5P_MNAME MP_CODE MP_MNAME
2 1 10101000 Doringbaai SP 10101 Doringbaai
3 2 10106004 Vredendal NU 10106 Matzikama
4 3 10107000|Strandfontein SP | 10107 Strandfontein
5 4 10106003 Vredenda NU 10106 Matzikama
6 5 10102000 Ebenhaesar SP 10102 Ebenhaesar
7 6 10110001 Vredendal AH 10110 Vredendal
8 7 10103000 Vredendal Partl SP 10109 Vredendal
9 8 10105001 Lutzville BSB 10105 Lutzville
10 9 10105002 Lutzville West 10105 Lutzville
11 10 10104001 Koekenaap 10104 Koekenaap
12 11 10104000 Koekenaap SP 10104 Koekenaap
13 12 10105003 Uitkyk 10105 Lutzville
14 13 10111001 Vredendal North 10111 Vredendal
15 14 10109003 Vredendal 10109 Vredendal
16 15 10109001 Aiville Park 10109 Vredendal
17 16 10109002 Joe Slovo Park 10109 Vredendal
18 17 10103000 Klawer 5P 10103 Klawer
19 18 10103001 Klawer Ward 12 10103 Klawer
20 19 10106001 Klawer 10106 Matzikama
21 20 10106000 Matzikama SP 10106 Matzikama
22 21 10108002 Van Rhynsdorp AH 10108 Vanrhynsdorp
23 22 10108000 Vanrhynsdorp SP 10108 Vanrhynsdorp
24 23 10106002 Van Rhynsdorp NU 10106 Matzikama
25 24 10108001 Maskamsig 10108 Vanrhynsdorp
26 25 10201002 Piketberg NU 10201 Cederberg
27 26 10204000 Elandsbaai SP 10204 Elandsbaai
28 27 10204001 Elandsbaai 10204 Elandsbaai
29 28 10201001 Clanwilliam NU 10201 Cederberg
» RetailQutlets I Suh_PIaces.shE Data I simpl ... & 1 3

A non-display layer is also added in the layer control(1) which acts as the link
between my new worksheet and the layer, since I chose to link the worksheet:
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: i)
> 7| @ W RetalOubets 40735
$-[v| W ¥ Sub_Places.shp 21243
} <| = @ South Africa 0
i.{v| © % Bing Satelite e

The Check All(1) button will check all columns to be moved and the Uncheck
All(2) button of course unchecks all the columns. Ticking on Internalize
layer(3) will make it possible for the layer to be stored inside the workbook.

Remove unused columns if internalizing(4) will cause any columns you have
not checked on when moving to worksheet to be removed if you are using the
internalize layer option:

Movwve Layer to worksheet ﬂ

Columns to move Link Columns

Geometry
OBJECTID
SP_CODE
SP_MAME
MF_CODE
MP_MAME
LOCAL_MUMI
DISTRICT_M
PROVINCE
Store_Coun

Mew Shest Name: |Sul:u_F‘Iaces.shp Data

[«] TOTALWOLU Link data
Internalize layer E
[] Remove unused columns if internalizing E
I I]
L=l L=l
I Check All I Uncheck &l I
Concel
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Now if you were to Check All and tick on Link Data and Internalize layer
when moving to worksheet then everything will be moved to worksheet and
there will be no need to link on any columns as the worksheet will already be
linked with the layer and the layer will have been made into an Excel layer.
When I do this I get two messages(1)(2), click Yes on both:

X

You have chosen to move the geometry to the excel sheet so there will
be no links, Are you sure you want to continue?

Yes Mo Cancel

You have chosen to move the geometry to the excel sheet so the layer
will be made an excel layer. Are you sure you want to continue?

Yes Mo Cancel

As one last additional note on the Layer Control, when right clicking in the col-
umn header area there are a range of things you can do that apply to all our data
column interfaces but I will just mention a few more of them here. You can use
Best fit and Best Fit (all columns)(1) to size the column/s in the best way so
that the data can be seen clearly and by choosing to Show Footer(2) you can the
right click in that area and get totals for your data etc.(3)(4):
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Layers <«

)escription

Desc Vizihle Ttem

Lo 8 1 =

v o % 21 Sort Ascending
< WM

~ o - Z| Sort Descending

=| Column Chooser

+a+ Best Fit

Best Fit (all columns)

Y Filter Editor...
Show Find Panel

Show Auto Filter Row

= ° Conditional Formatting

] [

]
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Layer Control User Guide

Layers « BoOX
Description Visible Items
AL - RetailOutlets 40735
3| W % Sub_Places.shp 21243
} <= ¥ South Africa 0
.[v| & ¥ Bing Satellite 20
Sum
J0 Min
| Max
N Count
E I/ Average
v Mane
=z All Nodes
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Layers « ¥
Description siole Items
----- 40735
>[v| W 4 Sub_Places.shp 21243
} <| = | South Africa 0
L.[v] © ¥ Bing Satelite 20
SUM=51993

Theme Context Menu

By right clicking on any one of these theme sublayers a context menu of various
options is brought up. Zoom fit, Selection and Remove(1) work the same as de-
scribed above for the main context menu:
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Zoom fit

Remove

Selection

yhe
. Theme Colour

Copy layer theme item data

2 Refresh
ES  |solate
& Alleon

18 Sort Ascending
JJE Sort Descending

By Theme Colour you can change the theme colour of any one of these theme
sublayers(1):

a

Foom fit

=
[ -

Remove

¥ X

Selection 3

Theme Colour

Copy layer therne item data

2  Refresh
Ef |solate
E Allon

JJ-% Sort Ascending

£ Sort Descending
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W IEI’I_ 791
[ 0, 255, 255

-
Kz Fiah A701

| Custom |Web @ System

' [l Automatic E

ijly gmy N |

A

Standard Colors

__J e
Mare Colars. ..

Copy layer theme item data(1) allows you to copy the data of a theme
item(theme sublayer) and this can then be pasted back into the layer control as a
separate layer or pasted into an Excel spreadsheet etc.:

Fl.] Zoom fit
. Remove
77 Selection 3

. Themne Colour

9 Copy layer theme item data

Refresh
lsolate

All on

] [ [

Sort Ascending

= =
el Pl

Sort Descending

Refresh(1) will refresh the current theme if anything has been changed and it
needs to be updated:
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I_"E].j Zoom fit

*  Remove

< Selection 3
. Theme Colour

Copy layer theme item data
ES Isolate
& Allon

I8 Sort Ascending
{LE Sort Descending

Individual layer theme items can be isolated using the Isolate button(1)(2):

El] Zoom fit

Remove

77 Selection 3
. Theme Colour

Copy layer theme item data
2 Refresh

E  lsolate

 Allon

18 Sort Ascending
1% Sort Descending
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0 selected l;@

Main View -

- Layers « » =

EEEEEX SN ICAE

- v ® ~ Description ible Items

® ¢ RetailOutlets 40735

[V mes rSub_PIaces;.shp 791

Frovince

Il  \Western Cape 1340

acte ane 7697

Free State E 791

KwaZulu-Nata 4291

Northern Ca... 632

B North West 997

B Gauteng 2243

[ | Mpumalanga 936

: = Limpopo 2316

v @ Ml South Africa 0

~{v| ® @ Bing Satellite 9

All on(1) will turn all layer theme items back on that have been ticked off(2):

- .
E:-}.,_I Zoom fit
Remove
Selection 3

Theme Colour

;- X

Copy layer theme item data
Refresh

(Y

|zolate

Fae [

Sort Ascending

EI

4

.Fl.
2
E Sort Descending
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Main View

X Oselected (& = -

- R Layers « ¥

[xoqammaqnE e R[]

= V 3 ~ A | |Description Visible Items

[ | @ e RetailOutlets 40735

KA T Fiut.);P—I?ces.shp 21243

v Western Cap 1340

~{v|lll  Eastern Cape 7697 |

o L KwaZulu-Natal 4291

v Northern Ca.. | 632

-{v North West 997 |

-iv/Il  Gauteng 2243

~v|ll  Mpumalanga 936

v/l Limpopo 2316

| V@ South Africa 0

~1v|® W Bing Sateliite 9

Sort Ascending and Sort Descending(1) will sort your layer theme items in al-
phabetical order from A-Z or Z-A; or if there are values, from smallest to largest
or largest to smallest. In this example I sorted my items in ascending order(2):

,_
£

Zoom fit

Rermove

Selection 3
Theme Colour

Copy layer theme item data
Refresh
lsolate

All on

o BB LD . - X

Sort Ascending

Sort Descending
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Layers « X

Description Visible Ttems
® ¢ RetsilOutets 40735

)

L[ W js.el.:l._f‘_lices.shp 21243

Eastern Cape 7097
-
Gauteng 2243
KwaZulu-Matal 4291
2316

936

Morth West 997
Morthern Ca... 632
Western Cape 1340
. 0
~1+| [ % Bing Satellite ]

Shift Context Menu

You can select more than one layer at a time in the Layer Control by clicking on
the first layer and then holding down Shift and then using the down arrow on
your keyboard to highlight the layers you want to:
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Layers X

Description Visible Ttems
40735

d 21243
»-{v| = ¥ South Africa o
i.[v] © ¥ Bing Satelite 20

I can now right click on these and a context menu will come up where I can
Check All or Uncheck All(1) which will respectively cause all the highlighted
layers to be ticked on(2) or off(3):

....,_, = @ South Africa l
i[v] @ ¥ Bing Satellite 20

Layers « PoX

....u. = W South Amica
i.[v] ® & Bing Satelite 20
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Expand and Contract(1) will respectively cause the highlighted layers to be ex-
panded if they have any nested layers in them and contract when they are ex-
panded(2)(3):

Layers PooX%

Description Visible Items

3| W% Sub_Place B CheckAl

3|5 % south afi{ O Uncheck All
L[| © % Bing Satel

Properties
Q Reload All

. Remove All

Layers « FoOX

Description E Visible Ttems

SR =il Outlets

T Sub_Places.shp

Province

-/l Western Cape
| Eastern Cape
Free State
KwaZulu-Matal
Morthern Ca...
Morth West
Gauteng
Mpumalanga
Limpopo
21+ | 1= W | South AfTica k
..[v]| © % Bing Satelite 20
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Layers « ¥ox

‘[~ © ¥ Bing Satelite 20

Properties(1) will bring up a Multi layer Properties box(2) where you can
view various properties for the layers:

Layers 3 oX

Description Visible Items

} < W Sul:u_F‘Iau:E| D Cosnie

} <| = % South afri{ 0 Uncheck All

v ® ¥ Bing Satel +| Expand

—] Contract
Reload All

L

. Remove All
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Multi Layer Properties E H

A |-
BorderCaolor 0,00 -
BorderDashLength 1
BorderDashSpacelength 1
BorderPattern Solid -
BorderWidth

Charts o
ChartHeight 32
ChartProvider (none) *
ChartVisible False -
Chartwidth 32

Data Fa
AllowGraphicEditing False -
AutoLoad True -
CommandText
Connection5tring
Data

Reload All(1) will reload the highlighted layers if you needed to do that and Re-
move All(2) will delete the layers, you will be asked if you are sure you want to
delete the layers(3):

Layers PoX

Description Visible Items

3~/ WM % Sub_Place o CheckAll

3{v| = % south afri{ O Uncheck All
“.[v| = ¥ Bing Satell E Expand

|E| Contract

¥ Properties
r

Reload All
E Rermove 4ll

B
2

=
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3]

Are you sure you want to remove all selected layers?

Yes Mo Cancel

Support

T: +27871354351

support@primethought.biz - primethought.biz
.m Pl"l mEThnughi Kyalami Estate, Midrand, Johannesburg,
Software Solutions 1684, South Africa
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